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MRS. ATHERTON’S STORY OF CALIFORNIA 





“The Avelmielie,” a Welcome Relief from Novels on the War 


Latest Fiction by W. B. Maxwell, ‘Gilbert Parker, and Others 


THE AVALANCHE. By Gertruile Atherton. 
The Frederick A. Stokes Company. $1.35. 
EADERS and admirers of Mrs. Ath- 
-erton—with apologies for the tau- 
tology—owe her a double debt of 
gratitude for her latest book, 

** The Avalanche.’’ First, because it is a 

good story, and, second, because it is not a 

story of the war. On hearing the title, 

the mind at once links it with its author's 
well-known interest in the great struggle, 
and we sigh involuntarily at the prospect 
of whipping our flagging spirit through 
yet another chronicle of blood and horror: 

But the clear sanity which is one of Mrs. 

Atherton’s chief qualities has prompted 

her, in the midst of her own war activities, 

to turn her back upon the stresses and 
anxieties of the time, and write-of the 

San, Francisco she knows\ and loves so 
_ well, at a period shortly aften, the-earth- 
gp quake and fire which divided its history as 

dramatically and definitely as a deep river 

sometimes separates mountain and plain. 

There are certain novelists who inspire 
the reviewer to an expression of personal 
opinion, who make it hard to refrain from 
the use of the first personal pronoun— 
from saying, ‘‘ I don’t care whether it is 
according to the canons or not, I like this 
writer,”” or “I don't like him.’ Such 
authors are apt to be of a certain vigérous 
personality that struggles out of and e- 
capes from formula, and frequently from 
form as well. They are seldom artists in 
the strict sense of the word, but they are 
invariably interesting. 

Gertrude Atherton is such a writer. Her 
vitality is her great merit; the lack of pa- 
tience which goes with it is her great de- 
fect. Early inm‘her career it looked as 
though. she would be able,.some time or 
other, to control this lack of- patience, and - 
she promised the world great things. In 
performance, she hag given the world frag- 
ments of great things, and sometimes, it 
«must be confessed, scarcely more than 
hints of them. But always the potential- 
ity of greatness is present, and it is a fact 
that Mrs. Atherton’s hints at achievement 
hold rmore fascination than most novelists’ 
finished product. She flings her books in 
the face of the public with a fine, free 
gesture. She brushes probability aside 
with the indifference of one who knows 
that fiction can never approach the pro- 
found unplausibility of fact; she holds no 
brief for the manners or the morals of her 
characters: No other novelist we can 
think of has her capacity for absorbing the 
atmosphere of a place and reproducing it 
on the printed page. This gives her pict- 
ures of American life a unique value,. 2 
value that is bound to increase as time 
goes on, and the colors in our rapidly 
shifting soCial. kateidoscope fall into new 
relations... When) novels of far more care- 
ful workmanship are forgotten, it is safe to 
say that ‘* The Californians '' and ‘‘ Perch 
of the Devil '’ will continue to live. 

Of late Mrs. Atherton has turnéd Aer 
talent to lighter‘and more popular themes. 
** Mrs. Balfame ’' was a detective story of 
sorts, and ‘' The Avalanche ”’ contains the 
elements éf a first-class cinema picture. 
Its ‘‘ properties’’ include a beautiful 
child-wifd, a :hyshand absorbed in business, 
and a conspiracy revolving about a price- 
less ruby,, ajl cast upon a highly colored 
background of Californian society,. But 
there arejthings in it which would hardly 
get into a screen drama, and which stamp 
it with the inescapable individuality of its 
author. As the story develops, it becomes 

something, larger than merely the excit- 
ing tale of mystery which its materials 
promise. We see hovering about the beay- 
tiful women and their millionaire husbaais 
a cloudof witnesses from an earlier gencra+ 
tion; the rough working men and women, 
the gamblers and drunkards and women of 
the town, the well-born adventurers, who 
were their grandfathers and grandmothers, 
sometimes even their fathers and their 
mothers—so thin is the social crust upon 
which, we are given to understand; the 
élite of a great, very new city dances. It 
is a situation that takes a considerable 
amount of intrepidity to suggest, and one 


¥ 


“wietim © of it than Mr. 


-she has gone, with brilliant skill: The 
only sefioys criticism that lies against the 
beok is that in it she has not gone far 
enough; .she has written an intriguing 
light tale’ when her foundation stones 
called for @ more massive structure.< 
But it is the last ingratitude to quarrel 
with an author because she has mixed her 
paints with an excess of brains. Only— 
we have so many clever little people who 
can do intriguing light tales, and we have 
#0 few who can do for us what Mrs..Ath- 
érton’ can do,gan’ she would! 
Ab individual with whom we have no 
estspunction: in ° quarrelitig, however, is 
Mrs. Atherton’s publisher. In the copy. of 
“* The Avalanche "' sent for review pur- 
Poses, there are no less than seventeen 
pages missing from the last half of the 
book, pages that contain the key to much 
that now perforce remains inexplicable in 
character and action. We feel as though 
seventeen pages of our own life had been 
filched from us; our anguish at their loss 
is the best possible proof, if proof were 


ton’s new vehicle. Give us at once, we 
insist, those seventeen pages; we refuse 
te live without them! 


. “~ 

MIRROR AND LAMP 
THE MIRROR AND THE LAMP. By. W. 
1. The Bobbs-Merrill Com- 

pany. $1.75 net. 

HE new novel with which Mr: Maxwell 
has at last broken his long silence 
does not in any way touch upon war. 
The time of. thé story is the r part 
yot the nineteenth century, the Victorian 
|. Period, while. th Hook itself is far more 
) neariy akin, to **1 ¢ Ragged M: “e 





is to either ‘* Mrs, Thonipson"’ or “ In 
Cotton Wool.'’ The title is explained quite 
early in the book, as a symbolical phrase 
which occurs to Edward Chyprchill, then a 
theological student at Oxford, when he be- 
gins ‘to think of the soul as a- lamp 
which burns bright and clear, illuminat- 





needed, of the higA h. p. t Mrs. Ather! 


egsenger "* 
‘both in theme and in treatment,‘ than if. 


ing the mirror which is the mind—and foe 
perfect peace tle mirror should show noth- 
ing but the steady flame of the contented 
soul.’ As time goes by and Edwari 
Churchill's ideas and views change, the 
phraseology of this thought is slightly al- 


of the word soul. 


one which deals in most minute fashion 
not only with all the outward and ma- 
terial details of “Edward Churchill’s life 
from boyhood to rather late middle-age, 
but also, at still greater*Tength and even 
more minutely, with ‘his inward and. re- 
ligiots €xperierices. “His mother 
is an. y. devout churchwoman “of” 
the highést.6f the High Church kind; her 
three soris She ‘brings up in an intensely 
narrow afid intensely pious manner. The 
two eldest, both of whom she had hoped 
to make clergymen, and who for a while 
had seemed to accept that future not meres 


( Continued on Following Page ) 








RUSSIA SPEAKS THROUGH HER -FICTION. 





That Show the 


con. 
Com 


a. ars AND OTHER STORIES. 
Chekhov. _ Translated by 
ance ga The ian 


aS ye WITCH AND OTHER STOR 
Anton Chekhov. 


stance Garnett. 
pany.- $1.50. 
WHITE NIGHTS AND OTHER STORIBS. 
By Fyodor vseky. Translated by 
Garnett. “The Macmillan Com- 
pany. . $1.50. . 
N the preface to ‘‘ A Personal :Rec- 
I ord,’’ Joseph Conrad says of himself 
as a writer: 

I have a positive horror of losing 
even for one moving moment that full 
possession of myself which isthe first. 
condition of good service, * * * I 
have suspected in the effort to 
bring into play the extremities of eme- 
tions the debasing touch of insincerity. 


In_order to move others deeply we must 


—like an actor who 
rales 4 voice on the stage above the 
natural conv: And 
Sy thks ie ab creat ae But the 
murely lies th the writer 
victim of his own exaggeration, fiine 
the exact. notion of sincerity, and _ 
the end coming to Seton truth 
something too Sol ' too’ blunt,” for his 
Superficially, Mr. Conrad and M. Che- 
khov bear little resemblance to each other. 
But the haunting reality of each author, 
the sense of a life deeper and truer than 
thé life we see with our bodily vision 
which remdins with us after: we close 
**Chance’* or ‘The Wife and Other 
Stories,’’ strike thé roots back to a single 
fundamental idea of! method: * Never does 
Chekhov “ even for one moving moment *” 
lose that ‘‘ full posdession ‘of | himself ’’ 
which ‘Conrad regards as ‘’ the ‘first’ con- 
dition of good service.” When we con- 
sider the .volume of ‘his work, it is as- 
tonishing how strictly he keéps ‘* the exact 
notion of. sincerity,’’ how seldom he is 
“the victim of his own exaggeration.” 
As a matter of fact, he is‘more seldom the 
Contad himself. 
This may Be dtié> In’ part, Sapte ecjentine 
training, for Chekhoy. was a ppysician; but 


tual honesty in the man more” 

even more intolerant, of the merely. fo. 
mantic and emotional, than ‘is Conrad’s 
own. 

Very few of the stories in thesé two vol- 
umes could by any stretch of the imagina- 
tion be ‘called pleasant. Oné” feels that ‘it 
would be impossible for an intellectually 
honest Russian to write pleasant tales of 


in the main it harks back frm er ; 





Significant Volumes of Stories by Chekhov and Dostoevsky, 


Change from the Old to the New Regime 


wonders if it would be equally impossible 
for an intellectually ‘honest Amierican to 
write at once agreeably and realistically of 
farm life, say, in our Middle West. His 
work would contain less psychology, cer- 
tainly, for we are as a people little given 
to analysis of our neighbors’ minds, and 
not at all of our own. And without the 
psychology, much of the unpleasantness, 
and ‘also much of the beauty, would be 
lacking, for our deeds are never either as 
base or as glorious as our intentions. 


Over and over, Chekhov. pours a sad and 
bitter’ irony upon the bourgeoisie, the 
** comfortable *’ people, as we might call 
them inthis country; upon the pompous 
land owners who talk largely while famine 
and pestilence walk in their villages—‘‘ We 
must act on the military principles of judg- 
ment, -promptitude, and energy *’—yet who 
do nothing beyond draw up vast schemes 
of betterment.on paper. Over and over he 
probes the weakest points in Russian char- 
acter—the tendency to éndless speculation 
and discission when action is indicated; 
‘ the tendency to act, not according to the 
necessities of the situation, as we of the 
west endeavor to, but in obedience to some 
blind and obscure compulsion within the 
individual, a sort of autofatalism, whose 
results are sometimes tragical, sometimes 
exquisite, sometimes fantastic, but always 
impossible to predict. 

Where two or three are gathered together 
nowadays, sooner or later the topic of Rus- 
sia is bound to arise. For this reason the 
work of the two men who have seen most 
deeply into the Russian character, Chekhov 
and Dostoevsky, have a peculiar interest; 
they are truer; it may easily be, than his- 
tory. 


Neither, it must be said, presents an 
encouraging picture.. Turning from Che- 
khov's bourgeoisie to his peasants, we find 
him strongly convinced that the salvation 
of Russia liesin them. That is in accord 
with our own’ ideas of democracy, and we 
Yet his peas- 


begin to take heart again. 





ehurch?.. A stole trann 
his -neighbors,. set fire to. their prop- 
erty, gave false witness atthe court 
for a bottle of vodka? “At the meetings. - 
-of the Zemstvo and other. local’ bodies 





his own people, unless, like Solugub, he 





that Mrs, Atherton has handled, as far as 


were frankly. writing fairy ‘tales. One 





who was the first, to.fall foul of. the 
ts A to live 


were human beiitgs, they suffered and 

wept like Seer and there was 

nothing in their lives for which one 
could not fit excuse. ‘ 

Yet exeuse, no matter how well founded 
it may be in injustice and ——, is 
not reassurance. 

If Chekhov's picture of Russia is a cross 
section under the microscope of the scien- 
tist, that of Dostoevsky is, as it were, a 
chunk of her bleeding, quivering flesh, 
torn off nearest the heart. The stories in 
the present volume vary only in the de- 
gree, searcely in the quality, of their poign- 
ancy. Little, indeed, does Dostocvsky 
share in the self- possession of Chekhov; 
he is always in a frenzy of truth-seeking, ©. 
at a white heat of emotion, probing deeper. 
and deeper into his own soul, the greatest 
auto-vivisector of modern times. “Yet at 
the very extremes et emotion, in which 
Conrad suspects insincerity, and which 
would. imply insincerity in the ordinary 
man, Dostoevsky is always tragically hone 
est: Of course, much of what we cheers 
fuller and more superficial westerners call 
his morbidness was really disease—discase 
of the individual. But it went. further 
than that; it was the symptom of the dis- 
ease of his class. He places his finger 
upon the ailing spot when’ he says, ‘‘2 
swear, gentlemen, that to be too conscious 
is an iliness—a real, thoroughgoing ill- 
ness.”’ 

In the: time of the old régime, under 
which Dostoevsky and Chekhoy wrote, 
there seemed little hope indeed for the 
future of their country. Those of us whe 
imagine that her rresent prospects are 
dark, should remember that at their dark 
est they could hardly be worse than they 
were in these authors’ day. A great and 
drastic change, no matter what. ultimate 
miseries it may entail,-must almost neces- 
sarily be for the better. ; 

In. any case, no matter what ultimate 
construction or destruction Russia achieves, 
she will be able to pass the great 
human and social drama of it on to the 
rest of the world. Like the vast, mysteri- 


ous lake in the heart of Africa out of which 


the Nile flows, she is bound by some deep 
compulsion to enrich, ‘alien ‘and, . distant. 
races. Dozteavsky and Chekhov are among 
*.- Scoatest of her social. historians, ‘but 
they were not her first,}-nor will they’ be 
her last: Russia, : with hef. wide silences, ' 
her ignorances, her’ mysticism, ‘her -rever- i 
sions to barbarism, is what  : our» ow 
United States, for all its surface ¢ducation, 
its multiplicity of books and of orators, be 
nation. « 





peasan peasant, . Yes, 
with them was terrible; but yet, they 





' noten articriate 


tered, “‘the inner self" taking the place 


For this extraordinarily Jong novel is 
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ly with willingness but with positive en- 
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solace him in his drunkenness, be a sub- 
missive slave beneath his cruel blows and 
his nauseating embraces.’’ Up to this 
time Edward's love for his mother has 
kept him from taking the slightest interest 
fm any other woman; his acquaintance 


with Lilian, and that ‘‘ for him the whole 
Christian legend had tumbled imto dust.” 
With his belief in orthodox religion goes, 
aoo, his belief in God and im the soul, the 


put out of the Church, 

Eéward, however, remains an altruist 
of the altruists, and Lilian ts of the same 
self-sacrificing type. When her brutal 
husband, who has hired a gang of thugs 
te beat and probably murder Edward, falls 
MM and appeals to them for help, they stint 
themselves In order to aid him, presently 
going to the extent of giving him their en- 
ttre private income, thereby leaving them- 
selves so poor that they suffer actual 
bunger. They have their reward, when 
the unspeakable Vickers is converted and 
expires in the odor of sancity and virtue. 
This not the end of Kdward’s sacrifices; 
for he finally dons the surplice once again 
and re-enters the Church, not because he 
has regained his once relinquished faith, 
but in order to please his wife, his daugh- 
ter, and his friend. 

Among thé numerous minor characters 
of the book two are especially interesting 
and especially well drawn—Mrs. Churchill, 


Mrs. Churchill, 


worthy to stand ‘beside any of those in 
Mr. Maxwell's gallery. Her charm, her 
seeming idealism, and exquisiteness—these 
are so brought out that one is able to un- 
derstand and to sympathize with Edward's 
great love for her; yet one never trusts 
her, and this sense of something lacking, 
of fundamental untrustworthiness, is very 
subtly and very skilifully produced. Ed- 
ward's love for her is finely shown, and, 
indeed, all this early part of the book is 
interesting and rich in promise. Scarcely 
less well done, though far more obvious, 
’ §s the bustling, devoted, overworked vicar, 
so simple and straightfo.ward and gen- 
erous. The book is, of course, well writ- 
ten, and many of the numerous descrip- 
tions of scenery are very lovely. 


WILD YOUTH 
WILD YOUTH AND ANOTHER. 


Company. $1.00 nct. 
T must be admitted, however regretfully, 
that Sir Gilbert Parker's new volume 


By Gtibert 
Lippincott 


falis considerably below the high stand- } 


ard set by his best work. Nevertheless, 
the two tales, or rather nevelettes, ‘’ Wild 
Youth’’ and ** Joama Is @ Hard Road,’’ 





which the book contains, are by no means 


cessively firm hands. He was a person of 
distinction, was Li Choo, despite his long 
holding of a menial position, and he con- 
trived a very iresque exit for himself, 
as well as a happy ending for the story. 

“Jordan Is a Hard Road’”’ for most 
people to travel, and a very hard road, in- 
deed, it proved for Bill Minden, ex-train 
robber. He had worked at his calling with 
conspicuous success, and became a notor- 
fous person before he ever appeared in 
Askatoon, being in fact ‘‘the greatest 
train robber of modern times.’’ But when 


was the occasion for no small amount of 
wonderment and discussion among the ex- 
cellent people of Askatoon, always except- 
ing the “*‘ Young Doctor.’’ That clear- 
sighted and sympathetic individual had 
quickly discovered the key to Bill Minden’s 
peculiar behavior, but even he never knew 
what happened at the last, on that wild 
night of rain and wind and hail, when Bill 
Minden proved in his own person that ‘‘ the 
man who takes refuge with the devil must 
pay the devil's fees."" Pay he did, how- 
ever, and only one man, a millionaire who 
lived far away from Askatoon, ever 
suspected the truth. The man and woman 
who benefited by the sacrifice never even 
dreamed of the price ‘at which their hap- 
piness had been purchased. 

The book contains some very gracefully 
written descriptions of nature as she ap- 
pears on the prairie, when: ‘* It was as 
though there was a golden fire behind vast 
hills of mauve and pink, purple and saf- 
fron; but the glow was so soft as to sug- 
gest-a flame which did not burn, which 
only shed radiance, color, and an ethereal, 
mist.’ Moreover, those who crave plenty 


AMALIA. By Jost Marmol. Translated 
sory ,3- Serranc. &. P,. Dutton & 


T ts a regrettable fact that very few in- 
deed among the inhabitants of the United 
States know anything at all of the history 
of the South American republics. Most 
of us have a vague general idea that the 
natural and prevailing condition of our 
South American neighbors ts one of revolu- 
tion, but how or why or when we scarcely 
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A SUPERB, THRILLING, SPECTACULAR NOVEL 
SURPASSING ANYTHING IN MODERN FICTION. 


THE FOUR 
HORSEMEN ti 
APOCALYPSE 


By VICENTE BLASCO IBANEZ 


The New Y ork Times says: 


“IBANEZ IS ONE OF THE GREATEST, IF INDEED HE 
BE NOT THE GREATEST, OF LIVING NOVELISTS.” 


. $1.90 net (postage extra) wherever books are sold. 


By the same author: “The Shadew of the Cathedral,” $1.90 net. 
pu. E. P. DUTTON -& CO., 681 Fifth Ave., New rot 
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| Torchy 





in 





Sewell Ford’s most interestingly 
lovable character, appeals anew 


The House of Torchy 


“Vee” is more adorable than ever, 
and then there is Torchy, Jr. 


Wherever books are sold $1.50 net 
EDWARD J. CLODE, Publisher, New York 
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and Me 
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*dvtucek o¢ Tae Devia's GARDEN 





AFTER his long silence, for he has been on 

the firing line in France—literally in “The 

Devil's Garden”—for four years, Mr. Max- 

well’s many admirers will be enthusiastic over 

this, his latest novel. 442 pages. Price, $1.75. 
(Reedy February 18th) 
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New York—The Bobbs-Merrill Compeny, Publishers—Indianapolis 














W. D. Howells. 


“Broad in scope, vivid and impressive in its delineation of individual and 
social problems, dramatic at times, and always absorbingly interesting .. . 
worthy of its author, one of the greatest, if, indeed he be not the greatest of 


living novelists."——New York Times Book Review. 


New edition, entirely reset, with Introduction by W. D. HOWELLS, $1.90 net. 


rsa Auet EP, DUTTON & CO. “RPA 


By GENE 


By the Author of “The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse” 


The Shadow o me Cathedral 


By VICENTE BLASCO IBANEZ, the great Spanish novelist 
“One of the fullest and richest books in modern fiction, worthy to rank 
with the greatest Russian work and beyond anything yet done in English.” — 


STRATTON - PORTER 





A Daughter 
of the Land 


“Mrs. Porter hes admirably portrayed the 
| struggles and the triamph of an American girl.” nie $1.50. 
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( Continued from Preceding Page ) 

_ @0 much as pretend to surmise. It is per- 
haps not too much to say that tn all prob- 
ability not one in a hundred, even of the 
readers of Taz Boox Review, has ever 
heard the name of Juan Manuel Rosas, the 


All that was best agd most cultured in 
Argentina belonged to the Unitarian 
Party; but they lacked decision, they 
lacked energy, and they lacked leaders. 
More numerous than the Federalists, they 
nevertheless failed to overcome them, be- 
cause when the hour for striking the de- 


ardent supporter of the Unitarian cause. 


The action of the story begins on a night 
im May, with the attempt of a small party 


from Buenos Aires and join the army of 
General Lavelle, Rosa’s bitterest enemy. 
Betrayed by their guide, they are attacked 
by a large number of Federal soldiers, and 
enly Eduardo escapes, thanks to his own 
heroism and Daniel's timely intervention. 
Eduardo, however, is seriously wounded; 
he cannot be taken to his own house, nor 
would he be safe in Daniel's. Therefore, 
the latter presently escorts “him to the 
home of his cousin, a young and beautiful 
widow, Amalia. She agrees to shelter and 
to care for the wounded man though well 


the Federalista to discover him form the 
basis of a fairly complicated plot. The 
sister-in-law of Governor Rosas, Dona Ma- 
ria Josefa Excurro, is the most ardent 
among these pursuers, partly because of 
her malignant disposition, partly because 
of her hatred for those she calis 
** filthy Unitarians,”’ and partly beca’ 
she delights in the reign of terror then 
paralyzing Buenos Aires. 

The handling and style of the story are 
of an old-fashioned type. Nevertheless, it 


5f 





OLD-DAD. By Eleanor Hallowell Abbott. 

E. P. Dutton & Co. 

F any foreigner were to estimate our 

opinion of our college Presidents and 
professors by the place they hold in our 
light, or, as it ts frequently called, ** Sum- 
mer,” fiction, he would deem it a very low 
one indeed. When the college professor 
appears in this kind of fiction, he is usually 
an object either of ridicule or dislike; at 
best, of the somewhat contemptuous pity 


if the-aforesaid professor or college Pres- 
ident chances to be a woman, éhe is al- 
most invariably a prig, a prude and a 
tyrant, quite devoid of any sympathy. with 
or understanding of youth. It is a female 
of this species who makes most of the 
trouble in Bieanor Hallowell Abbott's new 
novel, *‘ Old-Dad."’ She is a certain Miss 
~ Claudia Merrimayne, and when she makes 
her unexpected appearance in Daphne 
Bretton’s room, somewhere about the mid- 
dle of the night, and discovers that very 
pretty and preternaturally innocent young 
woman in a compromising situation’ her 
wrath and indignation know no bounds. 
She promptly expels Daphne, and the: af- 
fair becomes a public scandal, figuring 
largely in Sunday supplements. 

Daphne returns home to the father she 
has as yet scarcely known, and he takes 
her with him on a hunting and fishing 
trip to Florida. There they live for a time 
on an istand almost entirely surrounded 
by lunatics. There is also an impetuous 
and frequently intoxicated young man of 
superabundant wealth, who falls violently 
in love with the beautiful Daphne, and a 
mysterious lady, whom the reader instantly 
recognizes as the destined second wife of 
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A NEW 2 


GILBERT PARKER” 


AT ALL BOOKSTORES 











AND ANOTHER. ; 


Sie Gibert Parkse weltes for aft Gentes, he-aevae pias © witeestel-aepent This isa novel of 
his and mature genius,—An intense and thrilling drama of great 
There is a rare treat for the lover of the beautiful in style and matter, as well as the swift 
ment of vivid drama in this great novel: : 

’ FOUR ILLUSTRATIONS, $1.50 NET 


J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY : — PUBLISHERS 


A GILBERT PARKER SUCCESS 
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“A billiant study of the 
——S THE FIRST BOOK TO DESCRIBE 
[eta ater THE LAST “BIG PUSH”’ 
partly by her discovery of rs : 
aang ry apn OF THE GREAT WAR 


LIVING 
BAYONETS 


corse “and de ink A Record of the Last Push 


The Wine of 
Astonishment 


By LIEUTENANT CONINGSBY DAWSON 
Author of “Carry On,” “Out io Win,” “The Glory of the Trenches,” eft. 


LIVING BAYONETS tells for the first time what the advent of 
the Americans on the Western Front meant to the French potlus and 
British “Tommics.” 

Written on battlefields, in devastated towns of the American, 


French and British fronts, scribbled very often after the heat of an attack, . 


it puts on record, from the time when the Yanks were only comi 
until they came, the growing daring which made ultimate “triumph 
certain. ° 

“Our spirits are living bayonets. The ideals which we ¢arry in our 
hearts are more deadly to the enemy than any man-made weapons”— 
these words sum up the elated heroism which carried the men in khaki 
forward from the capture of Vimy Ridge to the tremendous ma 
of the last push, in which the author was again wounded, and 
which the enemy crumbled. 

Lieutenant Coningsby Dawson’s biggest book—the most complete, 
burning and prophetic utterance which has been produced by the Judg- 
ment Day which is now ended. 
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“Ye are the salt of the earth; but if the salt have lost his savour"—? 
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Which % describes the country where our 
soldiern were lately fighting.” During the 
last great tragic years America has learned, 
with @ thoroughness never possible before, 
what France means in a war waged for the 
Gefense of democracy. The revelation of 
steadfast purpose, exalted heroism in the 
face of inconceivable suffering and disas-‘ 
ter, strengthened the bonds of friendship 
that have aways drawn the two republics 
together. But, knowing France in war, we 
would know her also in peace—and for that 
it remains to learn the ways and the cus- 
toms that characterize the daily life of her 
People, mot only in the more or less fa- 
miliar stréets of Paris but in the pictur- 
esque towns and villages of the French 
courttryside. It is this kind of knowledge 
that the editors of the ‘‘ Library of French 
Fiction *’ apparently hope to furnish 
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LITERARY ALLIES 
OR all our century-old friendship we 
have never, as a reading nation, 
gone much beyond the merest sur- 
face-scratching into the literature of 
France. In a vague way we have a dim 
gort of knowledge, picked up principally at 
school or academy, of the French literary 
elassics—MOLIERE, Racing, CoRNEILLE, VOL- 
game, Rovssxau—but not many readers, 
Jacking the requisite proficiency in the 
French language; hav® really read these, 
and this for the very sufficient reason that 
adequate, complete translations of. their 
works into English are not easily available. 
But we do know Dumas, Bauzac, Fiav- 
. BERT, Hvuco, Zora, De Maupassant, and— 
in a less degree,2»probably—Grorcs Sanp. 
These latter are familiar favorites \-ith the 
average American readers of fiction. Their 
novels have gone through many editions in 
English translation, and, in the case cer- 
tainly of Dumas, one is accustomed to see 
them on the family book shelf with a fre- 
quency not greatly below that enjoyed by 
Scorr or Dickens. But the popular knowl- 
edge of French literature in this country 
practically ceases with these great names 
that brought such a wealth of glory to the 
middle of the last century. Of writers 
aince their time we know little. To this, 
exception should be made of ANATOLE 
France, and Paut Bourcer, whose works 
have been adequately translated ahd widely 
read in this country; a few of HeEwnrr 
Borpgaux’s novels, also, have reached a 
well-deserved popularity with us. And 
then there is the mordé recent case of 
Barsusse. But with him the list of con- 
temporary French writers known to An- 
erican readers in English translation prac- 

tically ends. . 
ND there is such an abundant contem- 
porary French literature awaiting in- 
- troduction to this country through the me- 
@ium of good English translations! The 
wai, of course, with 1’; inevitable absorp- 
tion of the public interest in matters es- 
eentially non-literary, together with its 
enforced economies in all the m: terjals that 
belong to the physical end of the making of 
books, naturally put a serious obstacle in 
the way of any organized attempt that 
might have been made to familiarize the 
American reading public with the work of 
eontemporary French writers. But now 
that the war is over it is gratifying to be 
able to welcome, among the first of the 
“publishing projects in the dawning era of 
peace, a definite plah for putting the best 
ef recent French fiction within reach of 
American readers. The publishers, E. P. 
Dutton & Co., call this new venture ‘' The 
Library of French Fiction,’’ the main pur- 
pose of which, it is announced, provides 
for ‘‘ a series of novels illustrating the life 
and manners of France.’* We are further 
informed that ‘’ the selection of a novel for 
the series depended first and foremost upon 
{ts artistic merit, but the editor has kept 
‘onstantly in mind also the effectiveness of 
fts presentation of some interesting phases 
ef the life, manners, and character of the 
Wrench people and the” vividness with 








Ameri readers, The spirit of a nation 
is studied to the best advantage in its liter- 
ature, and the contemporary literature of 
France is certainly rich and varied enough 
to offer, inexhaustible material for that 
kind of study. Whether the new 
** Librarx’’ makes the best of its oppor- 
tunities in this direction remains to be 
geen. It has chosen a fielé the proper cul- 
tivation of which has long awaited the com- 
ing of an enterprising and a sympathetic 
Publisher. Its success today means not 
only a new literature for us, but an excel- 
lent contribution to the cause of interna- 
tional peace and friendship. 
—— 

Wao tae of Scorr except as the 

author of certain poems—*' Mar- 
mion,”’ “‘ The Lady of the Lake,"’ “‘ The 
Lay of the Last Minstrel,’’ &c.?° And then, 
with even greater fondness and admiration, 
as the author of the Waverley Novels? 
But, as a matter of fact, Scorr stood for 
more than that in his day. In England, in 
celebration of the centenary of his work in 
the poetry and the prose literature of his 
time, he is receiving tributes as a biog- 
rapher and essayist that are well worth 
noticing. This, for instance, from a re- 
cent number of The London Times Liter- 
ary Supplement gives a notion of Scorr as 
his own best critic and furnishes a curious 
example of his well-known modesty as a 
writer: 

The most remarkable feature of 
Scorr’s reviewing is his criticiam on 
his own work. He was very often his 
own best critic, and both his ‘‘ Letters 
and his Journal.”’ abound in judgments 
on his own writings. On two occasions, 
in the pages of the Quarterly, he gave 
the currency of print to these com- 
ments. In 1809 he reviewed Joun 
Wiis0on Croker’s “ Battle of Tala- 
vera,’’ published anonymously in the 
same year, and a few lines from the 
work will show that a reference to his 
own poverty was inevitable: 

And ts it now te goodly sight, 

Or dreadful te behold, 

The © gape of that approaching 

Waving "ensigns, pennons light, 

And gieaming blades and bayonets 
And caceen winged with gold? 
Another critic would have said that the 
verses reminded him of Water Scott 

at his worst. What was said is this: 

The “ Battle-of Talavera '’ is written 
in that irregular Pindaric measure first 
applied to serious composition by WaL- 
ter Soorr, and it is doing no injustice 
to the ingenious author to say that in 
many passages we were, from the sim- 
ilarity ‘ot the stanza and of the subject, 
in arily inded of the battle of 
Flodden, in "ine sixth book of Marmion. 
The feeling, however, went no further 
than the perception of that kindred re- 
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San Francisco: Reade Salt” Publishing 


An autobiographical study by thé editor of 
‘The San Francisco Call. 
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lame oo. The Macmillan Com- 


pany. 
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Collection of short poems. 

OXFORD POETRY, 191% ay T. Ww. 

E. E. F. A. G., and D. 

New, York: ‘Tonginana, Green & &Cco. & 
An anthology of short poems that have ap- 
peared during the year 1918. 

HEART MELODIES. wi Weav- 

ing. 12me. New York: peen i 

& Co. $2. 
Cellection of short poems. 
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Edited by Paul 
Monroe Irving Miller. . a 
Yonkers, ‘New York: World Book Com: 


A study of the subject from the point of 
view that the American spirit forms a basis 
for world democracy. 


War Books 
ITALY’S GREAT WAR AND HER NA- 
foe ae ASPIRATIONS. By Marie = 
a others, Milan: Alfieri 
7 MM, 

An account of Italy’s entrance inte the 
war and her subsequent achievements, pref- 
aced by a history of the relations between 
Italy and Austria during the peried 1914- 
1917. 

IDEALISM OF THE FRENCH PEOPLE. 
By Louise ton. i2mo. 
Boston: Richard Badger. centa. 

An analysis of the French people and the 
effect war has had upen them. * 

OUR NAVY AT WORK. mat 

Kauffman. dae, | New 


Wright 
Bobbs-Merrill 


was the accredited correspondent with the 
United States Navy. 

THE WAR By Jesse K. Miller. 
12mo. Columbia e ©, Mont.: Published 
by the author. 

Describes aamekie caouiaiing and dis- 
cusses other topics growing out of the war. 
LA Bd ti | ROMAINE. Par Aurele C. 

ry 4 vicl. 12mo. Paris: Librairie Payot 
ie. 

Takes up some of the problems that are 
being solved in regard to Transylvania and 
Hungary. 

A BULWARE AGAINST GERMANY. "By 
Bogumil Vo: 12mo. New York: 
Fleming H. Revell Company. $1.50. 

Explains the historical, political, social, 
and economic evolution of the Slovenes as a 
factor in the building up of Jugoslavia. 
SAVED AS BY FIRE. By Cecil F. 

12mo, Boston: Richard Badger. $1. 

Study. of some of the spiritual aspects of 

the war. 
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Hallowell Abbott 


OLD-DAD. 
Dutton & Co. 


By Eleanor 
I2mo. New York: KE. P. 
$1.50. 

Story of today, the scenes of which are 
laid among the Keys of Florida. 
THE HOUSE OF JUDAH. Charies 

Edward Hewitt. 12mo. New York: The 
Abingdon Presa. §1. 

An Oriental story of the days of the first 
Christian repr eg 
VENUS IN THE EAST. By Wallace Irwin. 

12me. New York: George HL Doran Com 
pany. . $150. 

The hero of the story is from the Western 
States. Most of his adventures take place 
in New York.’ 

THE REAL I DOPE. By Ring W. Lardner. 
12mo. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill Com- 
pany. 20 

A humorous story of Europe in wartime. 
JACQUOU THE REBEL. Bugene Le 

fey. 12mo. New York: P. Dutton 
& Co. $1.90. 

Story of Mfe in rural France @uring the 
period 1810 to 1830. 

AMALIA. By José Marmol. time New 
York: E. P. Dutton &'Co. $2 

A romance of Argentina in the time of 
Rosas the dictator. 

THE, MIRROR AND THE LAMP. By W. 
B. Maxwell. 12mo. Indianapolis: Bobbe- 
Merrill Company. $1.75. 2 
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Availability of God,” 
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Humanity,” &c. 


ston: Little, Brown 
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le University Press, 
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Miscellaneous 
‘THE INSTRUCTOR: THE MAN AND 
JOB. By Charles R. Allen. A 
= J. B. Lippincott Company. 


Aims to be “a practical guide to efficient 
handling of the new men taken on in any 
industrial plant: a book for managers and 
instructors who are interested in cutting 
overhead costs and the labor turnover.” 

a Sag tS AND FINE ART. By 


Bailey. 8vo. Worcest 
Magn : The Davis Pees sak 


Comprises a series of fllustrated articles 
first published in the School Arts Magazine. 
LIPPINCOTT’S HOME MANUA 

Balderston. 1 ie nee, be 


Ray 2mo. Philad 
B. Lippingott Company. — 
Milustrated manual and text-book - for 
Practical housekeeping. 
ECHOES OF THE FOREST. William 
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A rar en ‘of American Indian legends. 
LIQUID fore By David Carnegie. &ve. 
oo Longmans, Green & Co. $10. 
An Smarecanel account of on i manufacture 
and cost. 
mae et ROOM METHODS. By Charies 
D. lins. eae New York: D. V; 
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A reference book ‘ae engineering officers 
and draftsmen. 
THE SPIRIT 

H. Gilbert. 
Badger. $1. 

Aims to the aity for con- 
serving the ultimate value of service by an 
analysis of the spirit actuating it. 
THE MAINE iw... B ing Go! 

i2mo. New York Fleming Revel 
Company. 

Answers various questions regarding ?pro- 
hibition in Maine. 

THE TRAGEDY OF LABOR. William 
Riley Halstead... 12mo. New York: The 
A nm Press. 50 cents. 

A etedoeibihe on folk philosophy. 
were” ig SPEED IN TYPEWRITING. 

Kennedy and Fred Jarrett 8¥0. 

York: Isaac Pitman's Sons. $1. 

A series of advanced sonia for the devel- 
opment of expertness in the operation of the 
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F. McHale. Boston : = 
Mifflin Comp “st. 
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8vo. 
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D’Arcy, President of the Associated Adver- 
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Taylor P 12mo. 
mans, "a % Co. 
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tional economic system. 
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Potter. 
& Co. S133 
Tells how the Naval ‘Reserve’ came inte 
being and describes fts personnel, camps, 
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Shelton. 8Svo. Dosten:’ Hoven 

Hi Company. $5. 
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Company. 

Foundation book on agriculture. 
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Y.: World Book Company. 

Textbook of botany for high school. 
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Johannes Thiel. Pamphlet. Newark, a 
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I.) 
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ers, and parents to read the eyes, bazed upon 
more than 1,000 eye examinations, two ‘col- 
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charts, and nine special eye diagnosed illua- 
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" “Battling Against a Human Vampire! 2p 


What was, this mysterious thing that. made mon- © 


sters out of innocent. girls—that made every 
mother clutch her baby to her breast in nameless 
~ terror? What-was it that drew strong men tremb- 
ling-into the realm of the Un-dead—those pitiful 
creatures who no longer live, but who are deprived 
of even the. kindness of death? 

Jonathan Harker started to Transylvania on an 
everyday business trip.. What did it mean when he 


neared the end of his journey when the peasants © 


presecil around him begging him to go no farther? 
Why did one woman press into his hand a rosary 


and another.a crucifix? 


What was this thing—darker than his wildest~ ~~ 
fears had ever dared imagine—more terrible than ~~’ 

a woman’s shriek at midnight—more baffling than 
crouching madness in a sick brain? 

What it was you can learn from one of the classic 
mystery and adventure tales to which thousands 
have thrilled—one of the great host of the world’s 
best adventure stories in 


‘THE INTERNATIONAL ADVENTURE LIBRARY 


Stories of Mystery - Detective Love and Fight: 


# Ae 








1. DRACULA 
by Bram Stoker 
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9. THE HOLLOW 
ty Moe Lee 


10. THE DEVIL’S 


nda gay pam ADMIRAL 
OF SHERLOCK HOLMES 15 Volumes | ,. 22s 


by Thomas W- 
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13. THE WHITE WATERFALL 
by is Dwyer 


James Francis 


| 53 Short Stories (M4 THE UNSEEN HAND 


15. THE RADIUM TERRORS 
by Albert Dorrimgton 








In these 15 volumes are stories a every mood— 
adventure, tragedy, love, comedy, mystery,'-ro- 
mance—all woven together into big thrilling: tales 
that will hold you spellbound from the first page to 


the last. 
In all literature you can find nothing equalling 


these for weird mystery and adventure—nothing 
surpassing them in romance and clever situations 


Pie so well illustrating the keenest workings’ 


_. of the trained human mind. 


Price Soon 


Becausewe have not had to pay for editing and: plates, 
_wechave been able:to get a small edition of.the International 
Adventure Library ‘atan unusually low price-—and we are 
_giving jtou.the Chance,to take advantage“of oor bargain. 
So for a limited time ‘we can offer you «a: saving of more 
than orie-third;- -Butethe edition ‘may be exhausted any 
day+“and when the’ present supply is gone, you will have 
to pay very much more for this wonderful collection. So 


Great thinkers—statesmen. and business men— 
all say they get the greatest mental relaxation from 
reading a really good adventure or detective story. 

You too can forget the worries and troubles of . 
the. day by having these wonderful books near at 
hand to read and to thrill over whenever the mood 
is upon you. 
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you must act. at once to get the benefit of our 
special offer. ’ 
Sending the coupon puts you underno obligation 
whatever.. If you find, after examining the books 
that you do not like them, you may return them 
at our expense. But if you want them at their 
present low price, you must decide soon. 
Better be sure than sorry--so sign and mas] f{ Please seod me, afl - 
the coupon today. dees eee bn at 


W. R. CALDWELL & COMPANY, 30 Irving Place, New York 


3 


them at — iE within” Ww 
“days:  Othierwise I will “send 8 alll : 
¥ pet matah fal seagate : ‘ 


Aas i eetdetd Vbewss deawess pete a 


SRS hemos t ue - 
| C00 Rms eecvccepesooes sooee@ 


yu pee top al eet mad S125 or: 





74 THE NEW: YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW, FEBRUARY. 16, 1919 





NOTABLE BOOKS. 


IN BRIEF REVIEW 





THE BRITISH NAVY IN BATTLE. By 
Arthur Pollen: Mlustrated. New ¥ork: 
“Doubleday, Page & Co. $2.50. 

N the Spring of 1917 an anonymous 
Fiag Officer, pretending to speak for 
the whole British fleet, commended 
Mr. Pollen as *‘ almost the only ex- 

ponent in the press of what most of us 

consider enlightened naval views."’ At 
that anxious moment a vague dissatisfac- 
tion with the conduct of the war at sea 
had already begun to tafe shape in a de- 
mand, which grew steadily more vehe- 
ment, for sweeping changes in the naval 
administration at Whitehall, as well as in 
the higher commands afloat. It would be 
idle now to inquire into the title of Mr. 
Polien's champion to speak for his fellow- 
officers; suffice it that a state of mind 
bordering on panic prevailed in England 
as a consequence of intensified submarine 
activities and that, rightly or wrongly, 
many had convinced themselves that the 
disquieting conditions were in large meas- 
ure attributable to certain new-born here- 
sies which had reduced the greatest sea 

force in the world to comparative im- 

potence. When, therefore, it was learned 

that the censor had temporarily suppressed 

a critica) treatise of Mr. Pollen’s on the 


battle of Jutland and some other events . 


at sea, popular curiosity was piqued and 
the publication of the book awaited with 
. keen interest, on the supposition that it 
must include discoveries in sundry mat- 
ters concerning which the ordinary reader 
was still ignorant. 

It is not for this reason only that the 
book is welcome; indeed, as a revelation 
it is certain to be disappointing to many, 
for Mr. Pollen has no new facts to reveal, 
and his arguments in the polemical part 
are but an amplification of those already 
familiar to his readers. But there is much 
other matter that is highly valuable. Mr. 
Pollen is an lient expositor of things 
which most naval writers think too dull 
or too difficult for the unskilled, and, as 
the publisher's advertisement truly says, 
he ‘‘ has made such subjects as range 
finding and ballistics comprehensible and 
entertaining to ordinary readers.’’ This 
happy gift is attributed to a “ literary 
skill bordering on the uncanny,"’ but that 
is not the true explanation. It is because 
on such subjects Mr. Pollen writes with 
exceptional knowledge and authority that 
he is invariably clear and interesting. For 
a long period he has been in close touch 
with the navy, and on many of the ques- 
tions he deals with he has for years been 
recognized in the service as a brilliant and 
original thinker. Much of the matter in 
this book appeared in ‘‘ Land and Water ”’ 
during the war, but it was well worth 
preserving in a more handy and durable 
form, for many of the things he discusses 
so lucidly and so instructively are dealt 
with inadequately, if at all, in similar 
hooks designed for the general reader. 





Hence thé. work, efart from polemics, de- 


serves a most hearty welcome. 

It is inevitable, however, that the curious 
will seek it principally for the light it was 
expected to throw on sea affairs in the 
war, and especially on the much-debated 
engagement off the Jutland Bank. In this 
respect, as it has been intimated, it falis 
short of common expectation, for Mr. 
Pollen has nothing new to tell. His in- 
terpretation of Jutland is, in truth, no 
more than an enlargement of the opinions 
he has formerly expressed—opinions which 
may now appear sounder to the casual 
reader because they have been subjected 
to a more elaborate process of rationaliza- 
tien, but which are supported by no es- 
sential data missing when the same au- 
thor first proclaimed Jutland a signal vic- 
tery. This point cannot be too strongly 
not b it is unnatural 
that he should change his opinion on due 
weighing of the evid but b if 
there is anything ‘‘ bordering on the un- 
canny ’’ in Mr. Pollen’s method it Is to be 
found in the confusion of established fact 
ahd conjecture. Lest, therefore; the care- 
less reader be betrayed into a too-ready 
acceptance of his conclusions, tt. may be 
well to point out at least one important 
eircumstance which vitiates the attempted 
demonstration of blundering or worse by 
Admiral Jellicoe at Jutland. 

Mr. Pollen’s main authority oa: ft is 
Beediess to say, Sir John Jellicoe’s own dis- 
patch of July, 6, 1916,.together with the 
apppendix containing Sir- David Béatty’s 
report. He has, of course, compared this 
document with others more or less trust- 
worthy, including the official or quasi- 
official narratives in the German papers; 
but this is the. principal source, as it must 
be, of his information. Now, there waa 
published with this document 4 yan Indi- 
cating in .a general way the coucse ur the 
battle.- Mr. Pollen provides his readers 


haaiszad 








with a reproduction ‘of the smaller official , 


chart, but he omits the main part of the 
ylan, which included approximate -indi¢a- 
mee ot the _zeative poaitions #f the oppos- 
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mre 


its at several critical stages of the 
Instead of this, he offers us now 


for, though it was avowedly “* diagram- 
matic only,"’ it had at least some pre- 
tense to authenticity, inasmuch as it was 


Grand Fleet came on the scene, it is im- 
possible to accept Mr. Pollen's fanciful 
sketch plan of the action between 6 and 
6:50 o'clock. It is utterly at variance 
with the original, nor is there anything in 
Admiral Jellicoe’s text to justify the sub- 
stitution of Mr. Pollen’s guesses, including 
the indicated track of the battle fleet on 
a northeasterly course. Mr. Pollen himself 
willingly admits that the movements of the 
Grand Fleet during the last twenty min- 
utes of this crucial period are ‘‘ purely 
conjectural,"’ but seeing the first twenty, 
as described in his plan, depart grossly 
from the original account, are we not 
abundantly justified in dismissing the 
whole argument as sheer assumption? 
This one point is singled out, because it 
is essential to his condemnation of Admiral 
Jellicoe. There are many other improba- 
ble assumptions. For instance, he assumes 
that ‘‘ the Germans had discovered and 
grasped what seemed the fundamental 
strategic idea that had shaped British 
naval strategy ’’ and that consequently the 
German Commander in Chief was well 
aware that no risks would be run with 
the battleships; but at the same time he 
is obliged, as champion of the British Vice 
Admiral commanding the battle-cruiser 


fleet, to represent him as quite ignorant | 


of this supposed “ idea.’’ We are asked, 
then, to believe that Scheer knew more 
about British policy than Beatty himself. 
To this absurd conclusion Mr. Pollen ap- 
pears to have been led by accepting, as 
many others did, a perfectly preposterous 
hypothesis, first put forward, if we are 
not mistaken, by Admiral Sir Reginald 
Custance, namely, that the British Navy 
had in recent years been corrupted by a 
false doctrine, which is this, that a fleet 
exists only for the preservation of com- 
munications and that consequently vic- 
tory is a superfluous enterprise. Needless 
to say, no such absurd opinion has ever 
prevailed. 

By way of justifying his ssitiniiesmadtais 
of what he believes to have been an ex- 
ample of excessive timidity, Mr. Pollen 
recalls a saying of Nelson's. ‘‘ What was 
it,’’ he asks, *‘ that Nelson’ said: about no 


’ Captain could go-far wrong who laid his 


ship alongside an enemy's?" We-can cap 
this with another: ‘‘ Who can, my dear 
Fremantle, nd all the which 
our country may wish? Who can say 
what will be the event of a battle? ’’ 


OUR NAVY AT AT WORK 


oun NAVY AT WORK. The Yankee Ficet 
French Waters as Seen by Reginald 
Kauffman. Tilustrated 
ndianapolis: Bobbs- 
rill ‘Camben”. $1.50. 

R. KAUFFMAN writes with the 
knowledge of an intelligent eyewit- 
ness. ‘‘ Nobody,’’ he says, “‘ could have 
had a better opportunity for observing the 
wonderful work of our navy along, the 
French coast.’’ At the headquarters port 
he was assured at once that every facility 
would be granted him. ‘‘ You may see it 
all and write of it all,’’ the Admiral told 
him; ‘‘ we haven’t anything to hide, and 
we hope we haven’t anything to be 
ashamed of. There’s nothing to be con- 
cealed except what would help the enemy. 
If there’s anything wrong with the navy, 

we want it known! "’ 

If there was anything wrong Mr. Kauff- 
man failed to detect it. His book covers 
a considerable field, including the work of 
the destroyers and minor craft, of the 
seaplaneés and balloons, the activities in 
the offices on shore, the deeds of the ma- 
rines, and so forth. Qne chapter.is given 
over to the base hospitals. Mr: Kauffman 
has had a glimpsej* and more than a 
glimpse, of the whole field, and he writes 
with spirit of al} that he has séen. It is 
a series of impressions rather than an or- 
dered account that ‘he gives us, and his 





from 
Mer- 


* Narrative—in: prose and verse—loses noth- 


ing. by a certain’ ‘artless wonder in de- 


/ geribing even the more commonplace do- 


"" Not that he ‘is concerned mainly 
with’the mere routine of the seaman’s life. 
‘There is adventure enough in ,hig story 
‘and much ‘of it is , Bepertee at first hand; 


( Continued on = Pabewing Page) 
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has originality, —— 
Net $1.75 
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New American Edition. Net $1.60 
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society in which d 
tees ghey te abn wlth chews tenes of eee’ and the innpreseion, 


telling force, is wholesome, unique and lasting.” 
| E. P. DUTTON & CO., 





Publishers, 


New Edition. Net $1.60 


681 Fifth Ave., New York 


WHO CARES? is a story of adolescence, of a boy , 
and girl flung suddenly upon their ewn resources, 
buying their own experiences, and opening 

the secrets of life. without-guidance, and 


finally coming out of a great adven- 


ture undamaged, owing to their 


inherent sense of cleanness. 


There are many surprising 


- heroine. We finish the book 
with the sense of having taken a 
dizzy joy ride in a roundabout of 


dazzling romance.”"—N. Y. World. 


Sap peed gi gah shy ne Paget cin 
charm of youth . . It has a dramatic pow 
a dedess abd ecsd hak bidds tha sont GOK A 
masterful grip from first to last."—-N. Y. Tribune. 
$1.50 Net. At All Booksellers. 
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of these ‘subjects Kyne is master..-Net, $1.50. . 
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crowded with thrilling incident. 


SONGS TO A. H. R, 


SONGS Fn af H, By Cale Young Rice. 
New York: The C Century Company. $1.25. 


T is delightful in'a highly subtilized age, 


‘When the wind is low, and the sea is 


soft, 
And the far heat-lightning plays 
OE a Se eee 


clouds ne: 
On a darker > eet of haze; 
betas. _ at the rail with you that 
e, 
And gaze to my heart's contertt; 
I know the heavens are there above— 
But you are my firmament. 


When the phosphor-stars are thrown 
from th 


e bow, 
And the watch climbs up the shroud; 
‘When the dim mast dips as the vessel 


- slips 
Thro’ the foam that seethes aloud; 
I know that the years of our life are 


few, 
And fain as a bird to flee, 
That time is as brief as a drop of dew— 
But you are eternity. 


** Songs to A. H. R."’ is such a book as 
the poet himself, in pensive mood, would 
like to have: 


Yes, and a quiet book, too, 
Of pensive poetry, 

In which to let the lines lapse 
Away unlessonedly. 


The passion of these poems is not the 
dark passion upon which Pippa breaks in 
Browning’s poém, but its tranquillity does 
not lessen fts depth. There is in these 
poems a sense of the flickering transierice 
of4ove yet a wistful hope in: its eternity; 
the age-old nostalgia of the lover who is 
also a poet. Sometimes, too, this poet 
feeis. love as’ the “‘ lamp in the tomb *” 
Henley speaks of: ; 
© you and.I, who have watohed the sky 

And sea from’ many a shore! 
You, love, and I, who will live and die— 
ae othe cet ay erik 

O joy of the world! joy of love, 

Joy that can say to deatl, 

* ‘Tho’ you end all with your wanton 


pall, 
‘We two have had this breath! ’’ 


INDIAN PO POEMS. 
ATH ON THE RAINBOW: THE 


Fade Ree York: Boat Si Eiveriant 

N her sensitive introduction to this de- 
lightful anthology, Miss Mary Austin 
notes the similarity between ‘these primi- 
tive chants and lyrics, translated by a 
dozen poets, to the work of the Imagists 
and the other denizens of mederniam, so 
called: ; 


Arresting as single peneciibin are, a 
greater interest still attaches to ‘the 
relationship which seems’ about to de- | 
velop between--Indian verse and the 
ultimate literary destiny of <Amierica. 

* That there ef such a rela- 
tensile -exty cone at all- familiar* with 
eurrent verse of the want three or four 
toraing must “immediately conclude on 

ing over a few pages. He will be 

struck at once with the extraordinary 
likeness between much of this native 
product and the recent work of the 
Imagists, vers librists, and other lit- 


tion of-his~secret suspicion that Im‘ 
agism is a very primitive, form; he 
may; if he happens to be of the Im- 
agist’s party, discover.a. check in the 
discovery that the first free move- 
ment of poetic originality in America 
finds us just about where the last Med- 
icine Man left off. But what else could 
he have expected? 

How near the resemblance is, how far the 
Imagists are from ‘heterodoxy, is appar- 
ent on almost any page in this anthology. 
In the naive, recurrent rhythm from the 
following ‘‘ Chant of the Red Eagle Clan,”’ 
translated by J. Owen Dorsey, will be 
found the model for many ‘‘ new "’ versi- 
fiers. Indeed, the following might have ap- 





peared in one of the latest anthologies of 


“ My lett wing shall be a right arm for 


«May rend shall be a bend. fer them: 
“ My mouth shall be a mouth for 


them. 
* Sey Seach sas pos Serehens ‘tee 


them 
¥ My neck shall be & neck for them. 
a throat for them. 


y 
“ My claws 
“You shall live forever without de- 


struction. 
** Your. children shall live as human: 


“<The ‘speech of children I will bestow 
on your children.’’ 
For the most part these songs tell of love 
and death and disappointment and unhap- 
piness, like al] songs from time im- 


- memorial ee eer 


struck: 
Death T make, singing 
Heh-yeh!. heh-yeh! en yeh! heh-yeh! 
Bones I hack, singing 

Heh- seh! — yeh! heh-yeh! heh-yeh! 

Death I m singing 

Heh-yeh!  beewelt heh-yeh! heh-yeh! 


* But what chiefly impresses one in the 
book is the-part poetry must have played 
in the life of-the American Indian. Even 
Professor -Boas’s translations from the 
Eskimo songs breathe a lyric quality which 
is perhaps unexpected from a people whose 
life is spent far from bright streams and 
harvest moons. The love songs “ in- 
terpreted ‘’ by Constance Lindsay Skinner 
have flashes of rare beauty: 

She comes—Tem-Eyos-Kwi— 

The maiden who has known love! - 

Last night when — touched her in the 


house of 
lave, hid the ~~ of life In her gar- 
ents. 


In the wind of her walking they are 
scatter 
All the sod will bloom with. them! 
None shall be lost: because of her glad- 
ness, the gladness of love known. 
The life of the American Indian is re- 
vealed in these poems, in the death and 
marriage songs, in the battle and love 
songs. For those seeking an anchorage for 
American poetry in, the soil of our country, 
this anthology performs finely a genuine 
service. . 


POETS OF TODAY 


et = R POEs OF TODAY. By Howard wi-~ 
= on introduction by Percy 

MacKare Mod American Writers 
Series. sew York: Moffat, -Yard & 
Co. $1.50 . 
EVENTY-SIX poets biographed, crit- 
icised; and quoted in 218 pages. Happy 

the land that bears so many bards, and can 
dispose of their claims fo notoriety ‘so 
briefly. .But profound, abysmal must be 
the humiliation of current songsters who 
are not adjudged worthy of a place among 
the first seventy-six. And neither in- 
clusion nor omission seems to depend on 
favoritism for any particular school_or dis- 
like of any other school, or on the merit 
or demerit of the poets themselves. Those 


who are here treated include types all the. 


way from Henry van Dyke to Donald 
Evans, from Berton Braley to Ezra Pound; 
among those ~ho do not appear are Alfred 
Kreymborg and Robert Underwood John- 
son. 

Mr. Cook’s work is something more than 
a directory and something less than an- 
anthology. Generally speaking, each -poet 
gets a certain. amount. of biographical de- 
tail,on. the Who's. Who order, a specimen 
or two of his work;-and perhaps a.few 
paragraphs of critical-appreciation. There 
may be some significance in: the fact-that 
most of these eulogies of poets-are written 
by other poets; our singers of today seem 
to have learned the use of the custom 
vulgarly known. as ‘‘ logrolling,’’ and 
there is not much left of what Don Marquis 
(not included in Mr. Cook's list) once 
called ‘‘ pote’s inhumanity to pote.’’ In 


‘ the’ order of merit -Amy “Lowell, seems. to,|’ 


come. first, both in getting the largést 
amount of space (eleven. pages) and in 
leading off the book: The othérs who at- 
tain the. honor of an.ehtire, if brief; chapter 
apiece are Sara Teasdale, Witter Bynner, 
Percy MacKaye, Edgar Lee Masters, and 
Vachel . Lindsay. . From . that, solitary 
eminence distinction. tapers-dewn to’ the 
later chapters where a dozen or so parler 


_ poets are hustled satte in ‘thirty or forty 


pages. 
Aside from the biographical data and the 
quoted appreciations there is. not much 


(Continued on on Page 77) 











_JOHN GALSWORTHY 


JUST PUBLISHED 


~ Another Sheaf 


Another volume f. Mr. Galsworthy’s charming ost 
characteristic essays and studies. “It has ,a vaaapee 3 
timely interest in that it is so largely concerned with 
questions, material -and artistit, of reconstruction; and 
it has a more special interest for Americans in many of 
its studies, which deal with American standards, intellectual 
and practical. Among the titles are; “American and Briton,” 
“The Drama in England and America,” “Impressions of 
Road,” ” “Balance Sheet ‘of the Soldier- Workman,” “The 

oad,” “etc. r - . 


“Mr. Galsworthy writes exquisitely, And he thinks keen- 
ly on pressing, practical problems. verybody knows these 
two things, but when such a book is published as “A Sheaf’ a 
few years ago, and now ‘Another Sheaf,’ it is well to recall 
them before we take up the volume. For a writer who 
thinks keenly, feels humanely, and ‘writes beautifully, is 
indeed a master to turn to in this day—and it goes without 
saying that what he writes is valuable. We open ‘Another 
Sheaf’-in the full confidence of that. And our confidence 
is not: misplaced. "<-New York Times. . $r.5o net 


“Five Tales: -° 


“Any of these tales is worth giving a car's time to ie 
any writer who takes ‘his art seriously. are finished 
pictures that in some respects remind one wes ieff.” 
—New York Post. 1.60 net 








Plays 


Plays: First Series 
Containing “The Silver Box,” 
“Joy,” “Strife,” 

$1.75 
Plays: Second Series 


Containing “The Eldest Son,” 
“The Little Dream,” “Justice.” 


$1.75 
Plays: Third Series 
Containing “The Fugitive, 
“The. Pigeon,” “The Mob.” 
$1.75 


The above Plays issued sepa- 
rately at 75 cents each: 


‘Novels 


Beyond, $1.60 
The. Freelands, $1.60 
The Dark Flower, $1.60 
The Man of Property, $1.60 
The Country House, $1.69 
The Patrician, $1.60 
Fraternity, $1.60 
Villa Rubein, $1.50 


Studies and Essays 


A Sheaf, $1.50 
A Motley, $1.50 
The Inn of Tranquility,$1.50 
A Commentary, $1.50 
The Little Man and Other 
Satires, $1.50 
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Affica—a strange, poignantly thrilling 
tale of the struggle between a con- 
scienceless woman and a pure young girl— 
a book that runs the whole gamut of human 


Ts haunting, mystic ataioghens of 


passions. “It is romance incarnate; the 

kind of romance that makes the reader 

‘ shudder, but holds him spellbound.”— 
Philadelphia firess. 


Ask any bookseller for 


Blue Aloes: 


, £1.50 net By CYNTHIA proce 


Author of , 
“rhe Clan” “Wen em an: 


G. P. Putnam's Sons 








‘The Garden of Survival 








By Algernon Blackwood, Author of “Julius Le Vallon,’’ etc. 
Mrs. MARGARET DELAND writes of this wonderful little book:— 

“AaT read: it I kept thinking of mooalit nights in still gardens—all perfume and 

:\.Thedoveliness. of the Idea is almost too delicate for the words in which 

yee AB . Yetits truthfulness strikes to the very heart of the Great Fear;— 


piercing 
and may. cll it, at any rate for somie of us; kilt it ard leave we Life—poor, grieving. fright-, J). 
ened Life!—safe in the untroubled Garden of Love. os quite wonderful to me-that 


a book so exquisite and fragile has such power. as if butterflies’, wings J. 
lifted an eagle; or one made a rapier from a dew-hung spitier’s web.” 


$1.25 net (postage extra). Order af any bookseller or direct from 
E. P. DUTTON & CO., 681 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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THE UNITED STATES.. 


IN THE 


WORLD WAR 





ATES IN THE WORLD . 


} UNITED ST 
WAR. By John Bach McMaster. New 
York: D. Appleton & Co. §3. 


BISTORY OF THE WORLD WAR By 
Francis A. March. Introduction by Gen- 
eral Peyton Cc. March. The J Cc. Win- 
ston Company. $3. 

ROFESSOR McMASTER’S book dif- 

P fers from Mr. March’s, both tn in- 

teiition and treatment. The former 

has focused his attention entirely 
on the part taken by the United States in 
the great war, while the latter is a history 
of the world conflict as a whole, naturally 
written from the allied point of view. The 
most salient difference between the two is 
that while Professor McMaster’s volume is 
devoted to a close and reasoned history of 
the diplomatic relations between this coun- 
try and the European belligerents which 
finally led us to take the allied side in the 
struggle, the March book is a popular and 
readable but necessarily swift version of 
the entire conflict. The one is panoramic, 
the other minute. 

It is safe to say that Professor Mc- 
Master’s volume will be one of the first 
references to which future historians of 
our part in the war will turn when they 
plan to write of the events between 1914 
and’ 1918. There has been no such de- 


tached and dispassionate history of our’ 


relations with Germany and the other 
European powers. Professor McMaster 
fs one of our most eminent historians and 
this volume sustains his reputation. He 
has brought to the work an impartiality in 


the examination of evidence, a calmness ot, 


tone and judgment that is remarkable con- 
“sidging the nearness of the events de- 
sctive and the high passions they roused. 
His story begins with the murder of 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand at Serajevo on 
June 28, 1914, and concludes with the 
President’s speech at Baltimore on April 6, 
1918, starting the drive for the Third 
Liberty Loan, a little over seven months 
before the armistice was signed. 

The remarkable thing is that, although 
Professor McMaster recites the events 
which led up to our declaration of war 
with a minimum of invective, the inevita- 
bility of our final decision \is as clearly 
marked as the impending calamity of a 
Greek drama. The justifiable indignation 
of Mr. March’s phr gy is pletely 
absent from Professor McMaster’s vol- 
ume; such chapter headings as ‘‘ The Trail 
of the Beast in Belgium,’’ from the former 
book, are foreign to the spirit of the lat- 
ter. Yet Professor McMaster has man- 
aged to pervade his storv with a dramatic 
intensity that is surprising. The entire 
German propaganda and plotting in this 
country is mercilessly revealed; there is a 
thorough analysis of our position concern- 
ing the exporting of munitions to the 
Allies, the seizure of our mail by Great 
Britain, the status of American citizens 
traveling on belligerent merchant ships. 
Professor McMaster, like President Wil- 
gon on a fathous occasion, is so convinced 
of the rightness of our position that he 
considers embellishment unnecessary; he is 
content merely to state the facts. Thus, 
_ even the Lusitania rouses in him no im- 
pulse to anathematize. Speaking of the 
German Embassy’s defense of the Lusi- 
tailia sinking, namely, that the ship was 
armed and carried ammunition, he follows 
the ‘quotation of the note with ee follow- 
ing paragraph: 

Two months after this note was re- 

ceived, Sed” that Providence a 


from t 
Sayville wirel 





ransiations 
less messages in its pos- 
session it appeared that the warning 
was not only sent out by the German 
, but the very text was pro- 
vided by the Admiralty, and “ it was 
sent out from Berlin six days before it 
actually appeared in the newspapers.”’ 

‘ The message also shows that 
the first official knowledgé in the pos- 
session of the German Government as 
to the Saraviar of the congo of the 
Lusitania reached it three days. after 

that ship was sunk.’’ 

Professor McMaster incidentally throws 
light on the Holmesian methodsemployed by 
The Providence Journal in following Ger- 
man scheming. On April 29, 1915, the 
wireless station maintained by The Journal 
ciiight the following code message from 
Nauen to Sayville, which read: 


From Berlin Foreign Office, to Bot- 


schaft, W: 
669 ae <a nineseen fifteen 
warne 175, 29 5 ong se 2 stdp durch 
het 2 4 sto p 197 8 aes LIx 113 4 


This cryptic message was not beyond the 
resources of The Providence Journal: 
‘It ereated, Mr. Rathburn states in his 
** great 


account in The World’s Work, 
interest in The Journal office, because 


it followed none of the--known. .godgg,:.;,; 
Palle re 


ard in form was unlike any ot Sedville 
~ gage that had been received . a 
up to that time.” Every a 
decipher it failed, until 
a line on internal activities of the Ger- 
map a ger remembered that on the 
Hatzfeld- 


morning of April 29 


t to 
with 





of the message ‘‘ Welt 1915’ supplied 
the clue and, following the numbers as 
representing page, line and word in 
The aah Almanac, ‘The Journal men 





Of the 460 pages the volume contains 
350 are devoted to the conditions which led 
us to take part in the war. The thir- 
teenth chapter is headed, ** We Enter the 
War,"’ and there are fourteen chapters in 
the book. Profqgsor McMaster has omitted 
no phase of our pre-war history since 
1914; the activities of the pacifists and 
their philosophy, the Ford peace expedi- 
tion, treated with a dignity it perhaps does 
not deserve, the numberless pro-German 
organizations, ‘‘ accidents’ in munitions 
plants, our correspondence with the Euro- 
pean governments is given careful exam- 
ination; the case for Germany is stated as 
fairly as possible, and the infringements of 
our rights by somie of the allied govern- 
ments in no way minimized. It is this atti- 
tude that gives the book its quality of un- 
impeachable integrity. 

Aa; hes: bean. dugipeatet, - str. ‘teafSn’ 
“* History of the World War "’ subserves a 
different purpose, The author roams at 
will over’ the vast field furnished by the 


“European war: His style is direct and 


vivid and should enlist many readers who 
might otherwise not read any general his- 
tory of the war. It is'an ample volume of 
over 700 pages, clearly printed and copi- 
ously illustrated with maps and some un- 
usual photographs. The book describes 
the eastern and western campaigns, the 
Italian campaign, Allenby’s march on Pal- 
estine, Gallipoli, and Verdun. Canada’s 
Part in the war has a special chapter, 
written by Colonel ‘George G. Nasmith, 
C. M.G. A good idea of the book can be 
gleaned from the chapter headings; here 
are some of them: The World Suddenly 
Turned Ypside Down, Why_the World 
Went to War, The Plotter Behind the 
Scenes, The Great War Begins, The Trail 
of the Beast in Belgium, The First Battle 
of the Marne, Britannia Rules the Waves, 
The Greatest Naval Battle in History, Glo- 
rious Gallipoli, The Campaign in Mesopo- 
tamia, Red Revolution in Russia, The De- 
scent to Bolshevism, &c. 

Even China gets a chapter in this com- 
prehensive volume, though it is not a 
very long chapter. There is a chapter on 
** Ships and the People Who Make Them.’”’ 
The treatment of the battles is on the 
whole clear and graphic, though the same 
cannot be said for the maps. Here is an 
example of the direct style, from the de- 
scription of Ch&teau-Thierry: —_ 

It may be said (the battle of Cha- 





NE gathers—his admirers will reach 
the conclusion with chortlings of de- 
light—that Mr. Irvin 8S. Cobb, war corre- 
spondent, is rather fond of 4 good meal. 
One assumes, further, that the food restric- 
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ITH E CABINY 


By VICENTE BLASCO IBANEZ 
If you have read 9 
THE FOUR HORSEMEN OF THE APOCALYPSE 


you cannot afford to miss this book by the same author. | It 
is generally regarded as his masterpiece. Only $1.50 net. 
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% Tue THREE-CorRNERED Hat 
By PEDRO A. DE ALARCON 
Literary Champagne! That’s what The Chicago News calls ) 
4 this rollicking yarn of the miller, his wife and the corregidor. 
D If you want to start with a chuckle and end with the » 
tears streaming down your laughing cheeks, read the story 
of what happened to the owner of the three-cornered hat. 
@ ALFRED A. KNOPF, 220 West 42 Street, NEW YORK §§ 
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NOTABLE BOOKS | 
IN BRIEF REVIEW 


(Continued from Page 15) 
eomment, and such as there is seems 


laudatory. However, some interesting . 
facts emerge, as, for instance, the state- 
ment that Ezra Pound was born in Indi- 
ana. What possibilities this suggests! 
Suppose that all Indiana authors were 
forbidden ever to leave their native State, 
and that Ezra Pound and Theodore Dreiser 
had been compelled to stay at home and 
compete for Hoosier favor with Tarkington 
and Ade. It might have been cood for 
Pound and Dreiser, and it would certainly 
have been good for Indiana. To be sure, 
ether accounts say that Mr. was 
born in Idaho; perhaps it was only a typo- 
graphical error, of which the book is too 
full; if not, we may yet have seven States 
eontending for the Homer of imagism 
whose dust this same Homer, while living, 
shook from his shoes. 

Percy’ MacKaye contributes some intro- 
@uctory remarks on the future of poetry, 
and not unnaturally sees its brightest 
Prospects in the field ef the community 
masque, to which he himself has given 
loyal and valuable attention. 


THE ONLY PEACE 


THE ONLY —— PEACE. By Fred- 
eric C. mange t D., Commissioner of 
uentgreten a8 eT the Port of New York. 
New York: Charles Scribner's Sons. $1.50. 
HE outstanding service that this able 

book renders the average intelligent 

American is in showing that, amid the con- 

fusion of reasons given for the. outbreak 

of the late war, there was after all but one 
ef a really basic quality—the determination 
ef imperialism not only to continue, but 
to extend, its sinister influence at the mo- 
ment that the people as a whole were ripe 
for rebellion. “ Imperialism is war smold- 
ering,” says the author, putting trenchant- 
ly into four words what has been subcon- 

eciously recognized as a truth for half a 

century at least—if not for much longer. 

Concretely, the immediate cause of the 

tragedy was Germany’s high-handed re- 

solve to put through the Bagdad railway— 
as a strictly German enterprise—so that, 
when it reached an outlet at the Persian 

Gulf, it would menace Great Britain’s 

Eastern p si and challenge her sea 

supremacy. Serbia stood in the way and 

must be crushed offhand. “Aside from the 
trifling disturbance anticipated with this 
amall, and pr bly helpl State, 
there was the larger question of the con- 
trol of the Mediterranean, with its many 
ports of strategic value, militarily and oth- 
erwise. Germany intended to be supreme 
there as a preliminary to absolute world 
domination, for, as Dr. Howe reminds us, 
all the nations of Europe and Asia Minor 
for centuries have been struggling for free- 
dom of movement in the Mediterranean 

Sea and through its ports. So, he says, 

this great water highway: must be.entirely 

free, with customs abolished at Constanti- 
nople, as everywhere else in the world, and 
militarism crushed out of existence. 

“ There should be no armed vessels of any 

power (except for transit) within the con-- 

fines of any inclosed sea, just as there are 

Bo armed vessels on the Great Lakes.” He 

adds: ‘o 
If the military menace of the powers 

can be removed from the Mediterra- 

mean, if the Balkans, Turkey, Asia 

Minor, Mesopotamia, Persia, and other 


trol, if equality of trade is guaranteed 
to all nations alike, then it will be no 
longer necessary for individual nations 
to struggle for the control of this ter- 
ritory. Then the apprehensions which 
have kept England, Russia, and Ger- 
many in a state of nervous tension for 
the greater part of a century would be 

at an end. 5 

In several places does Dr. Howe plead_ 
for universal free trade, which he regards” 
as essential to lasting peace. “ That protec- 
tive tariffs are provocative of conflict has 
long been recognized,” he says. “ Many 
statesmen hold that they are the main 
causes of war. This was the opinion of 

bden and Bright, who shaped the des- 

nies of the British Empire for a genera- 
tion along democratic lines.” Insisting 
that a democratic peacé must’ protect the 
weak as well as the strong, and that ex- 
elusive possessions and privileges should 
be ended, he says that “ the United States 
should be the first to lay its possessions on 
the table of renunciation,” thus admitting 
that the Philippines and Porto Rico are the 
spoils of war, and that our only claim to 
these islands is the fear that some other 
power may seize them and use them as a 
basis of operations against us. 

Who ever reads this volume will lay it 
down with a broader conception of what 
the problems of the war have been, and 
how much of the happiness of the world 
depends upon the work at the Peace Con- 
fefence now in session in France. With « 
fluent pen that is the direct expression of 
& logical mind and large vision, Dr. Howe 
has made a highly valuable contribution 
to the education in democraty that is the 
chief compensation to be derived from the 
hideous outbreak which has brought so 
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latest exciting story of the Far 


It is the higher, spiritual 
preg something bigger and 
iner than melodrama that in- 
duced this demand, not only 
the red-blooded action of his 
books 


Book after book, each one 
greater than the last, shows 
that he is fast rising to the 
zenith of his powers. 
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LIBRARY OF FRENCH FICTION 
Nono: Love and the Soil By GASTON ROUPNEL 
Wine-growing Burgundy reveals a powerfully realistic peasant pease 


Jacunee the Rebel By EUGENE LE ROY 
The rural. life of 1 tx 
have made French civilization 20 valuable to the world. It is Le Roy’s 
most important novel and ranks with the best of Maupassant. Net $1.98 


; In Preparation 
Two Banks of the Seine By F. VANDEREM 


These Three Volumes Ave the First Issues of a Series Edited 

by BARNET J. BEYER, Sometime Lecturer of the Sorbonne, - 
which aims to provide a more adequate understanding of French life than is provided 
by the current translations which have to.do with Paris, and often a very limited part 
of Paris life. All sections, classes and types of French society appear in these novels. 
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A Mots Novel of California Society 
is Gertrude Atherion’s THE AVALANCHE, just 
published. Centering about a beautiful woman 
and her devoted but shrewd New York husband, 
the plot is so skilfully woven that the secret 
is not disclosed until the very last chapter. Mrs. 
Athepston’s dexterity in handling plots, her keen 
analyses of people and situations, her strong 
dramatic instinct, have been” applied. to just 
the right material, and the result is a good story 
well told. This new novel, by the way, has 
never appeared in any periodical. 
@ At all bookshops. 
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ERENSKY, the callapse of whose 

régime in Russa brought down an 

avalanche of woes upon that un- 

happy land and made possible the 
gpreading of the evil seeds of Bolshevism 
throughout the world, has written the in- 
gide story of how and why it happened 
and his account will be published this 
Bpring by Dodd, Mead & Co. It will be 
called ‘‘ The Prelude to Bolshevism,"’ and 
tt will reveal the hjtherto untold means 
“ amd methods by which the Bolsheviki 
climbed to power and what were the causes 
that brought about his own fall. Of par- 
ticular interest will be his revelation of 
the responsibility of the reactionaries who, 
under General Kornilov, sought to regain 
their lost power. 


Arthur H. Pollen, the English authority 


apon the British Navy, has just furtished 
@ volume which deals with British and 
American sea power as he observed it in 
eo-operation during the war. The book 
is published in this country by Doubleday, 
Page & Co. 


Early next month the Houghton Mifflin 
Company will publish ** My German Pris 
ons,’’ by Captain H. G. Gilliland, an ac- 


count of the author’s experiences whder’ 


captivity in Germany and of his perilous 
escape. Upon his return to London he 
founded the Escaped Officers’ Club, whose 
membership is composed of British and 
American officers who escaped from Ger- 
man prisons, although they expect later 
@m to form a combination with French of- 
Ka, send had a similar experience. Its 
headquarters are in London. 


‘*The Fiail,’’ by Newton Fuessle, which 
Moffat, Yard & Co., will publish at the 
end of this month, has for its theme the 
atruggie of a boy born in America of Ger- 
Man parents to overcome the influence of 
early home environment and hereditary in- 
stincts and become a true American. 


Captain Barry Cerf of the United States 
Army, formerly Professor of Romance 
Languages in the University of Wisconsin, 
has written a volumie on ‘' Alsace-Lor- 
faine Since 1870,"" which the Macmillans 
will publish shortly. The book, drawn 
mainly from German sources, shows the 
wrongs which the provinces have suffered, 
and includes study of such subjects as the 
measures of repression adopted by the 
German Government, the protests of the 
people, and the unsuccessful efforts to 
Germanize the country. 

Alissa Franc’s ‘“‘ Use Your Govern- 
ment,’’ which was published last year by 
E. P. Dutton & Co., and is the only book 
to describe fully the many and varied ways 
fm which the American Government co- 
e@perates with American people in every 
‘walk of life, is to be published in a French 
translation by the famous Paris publish- 
img house of Payot & Co. under the title 
** What the American Government Does 
for Its People."" The author, who was a 
British citizen before coming to this coun- 
try four years ago, was recently married 
to Captain Joseph L. Kier of the General 
Staff of the American Army. 


A new book by Thomas Burke, ‘‘ Out 
tind About London,”’ is promised by the 
Holts for publication early in March. The 
volume was written in response to the de- 
mands of readers of ‘‘ Nights in London,”’ 
which has reached its third edition, for 
more of this Irishman’s portrayal of Lon- 
don scenes and atmosphere. Among. its 
chapter headings ar» ‘‘ Zhe Kids’ Man,"’ 
** Round the Town, 1918,°° ‘‘ Back to 
Dockland,’’ and—indicative of the influ- 
ence of American baseball—‘t Attaboy.’’ 


Still another book on the deeds In France 
ef our ever-beloved Marine Corps will have 
March publication by the Frederick A. 
Stokes Company. , Its title will be ‘‘ Daddy 
Pat of the Marines ’’ and it will consist of 
letters written by the author, Lieut. Col. 
Frank E. Evans, to his young son from 
the battlefields of France. 


For early publication, the George H. 
Doran Company announces ‘’ Man and the 
New Democracy,’’ by William A. Mc- 
Keever of the Faculty of the University 
ef Kansas. _ 


The Lippincotts have postponed the pub- 
lication of Mrs, Babcock’s Lincoln novel, 
“The Soul of Ann Rutledge,”’ until the 








book itself, your reviewer sys- 
té ly assails its veracity, never with 
clear-cut facts backed up with authorities, 
but by indirect suggestions and innuendoes. 
His boldest venture is when he hints that 
**a similar, though briefer, narrative has 
been given out before.’" He does not men- 
tion the name of that narrative, nor the 
name of its publishers, nor the eircum- 
stances of its appearance. Now it happens 
that I have the full authority to challenge 
any such “ similar "’ narratives. Will he 
please indicate precisely the time and place 
of publication of that ve? The pres- 
ent publishers of the book, the Metropoli- 
tan pene a which is it serially, 
Mrs. Emmeline Pankhurst, the editor of a 
New York daily, and a host of other promi- 
nent men and women who heard Botch- 
kareva talk about her book in my presence 
could offer some weighty evidence as to 
the authenticity of ‘* Yashka. 

The writer of the article then comes to 
** some troublesome discrepancies.’’ One's 
interest is aroused in these discrepancies, 
but, alas! the reader quickly discovers that 
** to make a list of the major ones would 
be tedious *’! And so not a single major 
one is quoted! ‘**But as an instance, 
trivial perhaps in itself,’’ an error is 
pointed out which is trivial indeed, for it 
shows a lack of an elementary understand- 
ing of Botchkareva. Whether Botchkareva 
was gassed in the Spring of 1915 or 1916 is 
quite immaterial, for she was and 
shell-shocked and wounded so often that it 
would not be surprising if she once at- 
tributed by error an experience of one bat- 
tle to that of another. As recently as the 
Summer of 1917 Botchkareva, suffering 
from shell-shock, was visited in a Petrograd 
hospital by Ernest Poole, who found her 
scribbling a report to Kerensky on the of- 
fensive of her battalion! 

The reviewer, expressing doubt as to the 
veracity of the book, makes a statement 
at the very outset which is absolutely con- 
trary to fact. Deprecating my declaration 
that Botchkareva was reluctant to take 
every adventurous stranger into her con- 


fidence, he says that ‘‘a contrary belief | 


has got abroad in the world.’" Now will 
he please indicate where exactly that be- 
lief exists? Certainly not among the people 
who ought to know, I mean the New York 
reporters and magazine writers. Ask them, 
and you will have the truth.. When Botch- 
kareva arrived ‘here last Summer several 
papers, including The Evening Post, stated 
in their columns that as far as the news- 
paper men ever got to the commander’ of 
the battalion was to catch a glimpse of her 
from behind the curtains of the Prince 
George’s dining room. During my asso- 
ciation with Botchkareva, which lasted for 
several weeks, .there was hardly a day 
when some reporters or special writers did 
not seek iriterviews with her. th: 
were refused, as well as many invitations 
to appear in public. Botchkareva had au- 
diences with manv of the leading men of 
this country, including President Wilson 
and Theodore Roosevelt, but how much of 
it ever got published? 

To sum up, the salient fact of the whole 
article is that your reviewer failed to re- 
view the book. His article deals only with 
the first fourth of the volume. Botch- 
kareya’s unique experiences at the front 
during the revolution, the story of the Bat- 
talion of Death, her relations with Keren- 
sky and Kornilov, her account of the dé- 
bacie of the Russian Army, and her ua- 
ed tale of Bolshevism are entirely 


Allow me to conclude with a quotation 


from H. J. Whigham’s article on * Thé 
Colonel as We Saw Him ”’ in the current 
M 


ere ee ee St. ae other person of 
ur generation. Here is the account of his 
meeting with Botchkareva: 
Tt was at luncheon there hn Oyster 
Colonel Maria 
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS 





been unable to find any reference to him in 


any of the works that I have consulted. 


John Payne, an English poet, was born in 
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ROUND-HOUSE 


How Robert Louis Stevenson Put Life into a “Tired Business Man’”’ 


«igs glass of the skylight was dashed in a thousand pieces, and travel tales find them in “An Inland 


a man leaped through and landed on the floor. Before he 
a - got to his feet, I had clapped a pistol to his back. . . . I 

heard Alan shout asifforhelp . . . oneof the seamen while he 
was engaged with the others, had run in under his guard and 
caught him about the body. Alan was dirking him with his left 
hand, but the fellow clung like a leech. Another had broken in 
and had his cutlass raised. The door was thronged with their 
faces. I thought we were lost, and catching up my cutlass, fell 
on them in flank... . . 

_“The story was Stevenson’s ‘Kidnapped.’ It carried me along 
in headlong fashion. I had picked up the book one evening when 
I felt jaded and weary. As I read it I felt the tide of youth, the 
thrill of adventure, surging through me. 

“Stevenson had certainly played a trick on me: Just because 
people told me I ought to read him, I neglected him. Then, 
among my Christmas presents I got a bookcase. I had to fill the 
shelves. I read Scribner’s offer of the famous Thistle edition of 
Stevenson at less than half price and on easy terms. I sent for a 
set and then I found that the books I had bought merely because 
of the reputation of the author and the beauty of the bindings 
proved to -be ten times-more popular with my family and myself 
than any book we had ever read. - 

“Here was a miracle of a writer--a man whose English was 
a delight; who never offended with crude, careless work, but who 
yet crowded his pages with pirates, swashbucklers, devil-may-care 
heroes, ‘Ladies from Hell’ on their native heath; desperate villains, 
delightful heroines, a writer who combined in his art the color 
and romance of Scott, the humor of Dickens, and the dash and 
thrills of Dumas. 

“Out of the period of the World War my folks and myself 
were emerging with a thirst for tales of adventure and travel; for 
romances of earth’s out-of-the-way places. Here were these 
tastes abundantly, delightfully satisfied. Stevenson didn’t go into 
rad bookcase. He stayed on our reading table. He’s one of the 
amily.” 

The experience of this enthusiast will be your experience when 
you secure a set of the Thistle Stevenson. Most of the books 
you buy never become any more to you than just books, but this 
set is human--throbbing with life. All of Stevenson’s love of 
youth, his love of romance, glows from the pages. 

No matter what your taste in literature may be, Stevenson 
satisfies it. The mother seeking nursery verses finds them in 
“A Child’s Garden of Verse”; the person who loves clever essays 
and delicious philosophy finds them in “Familiar Studies of Men 
and Books,” “The Vailima Letters,” etc.; those who are fond of 


«CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS | 
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Voyage,” ‘Travels With a Donkey,” 

etc.; those who like weirdness or mystery ot psycholog- 

ical stories find them in “Dr. Jekyll and. Mr. Hyde,” “The Ebb 
Tide”; and the great mass who like intense plots, thrilling episodes 
and hairbreadth escapes will find them in the fullest measure in 
“Kidnapped,” “The Master of Balantrae,” “Treasure Island,” 
and in the rest of the immortal Stevenson narratives. 

_ Not until these twenty-five profusely illustrated volumes come 
into your home; not.until they are spread out before you as a pan- 
orama of all that is best in literature, can you comprehend -the 
amazing value that lies‘in the offer made to you. 





tcon’ HALF PRICE! 


SCRIBNERS Famous Thistle Edition of 


STEVENSON. 


There has been one ‘standard authoritative illustrated edition of 
Stevenson that has stood out like a monument among the chéaply’ 
bound and printed incomplete, unauthorized ‘sets of this’ famous 
author. That edition is the Thistle, the standard retail price of 
which was $60.00. At this price a sufficient quantity was sold to pay 
for the expensive plates used to print this edition. Therefore,.when 
months. ago the project was formed to issue the Thistle edition 
at less than half of its former price, the publishers had the advantage 
of practically no cost for plates, in addition to-having sufficient papet 
on hand bought at pre-war prices. The Stevenson heirs gladly co- 
operated in this movement to bring the Thistle edition within the 
reach of the ordinary purse by agreeing to accept less royalties. All 
this has worked out so that to-day Charles Scribner’s Sons is able 
to offer the public.the works of Stevenson, in. bindings that fittingly 
match the superb contents, at a price that makes this the biggest 
book: bargain of the decade. 


Act Before Price Advances 


The second Thistle edition will prob- 
ably cost much more to produce, This 
will ‘mean -a) substantial. advance 
in price. To “make sure of se- 
curing your set at less than half 
the regular: price, your order 
/should be‘ sent'to us at once. 
Find out at our expense if Ste- 
venson is what we say he 
is—thée most delightful 

author that has ever 











"SONS, 597 Fifth Ave., - 
FF New York - 


Send .me, — all charges prepaid, - 
complete set of Robert ~Louis 





New York 


onkeralt ica home. Stevenson’s Thistle edition, in 25 


: volumes, bound .in attractive red cloth, 
with gilt lettering. If the’books.are not sat- 
isfactory I will return them within 5 days‘ at 
your expense. Otherwise I will send you $1 at 
once and $2, a month for #4 months. 
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